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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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Greetings, fellow SCIP members. As SCIP President, this is my annual report to the membership. 

This past year (the first year for this new SCIP board) we have made a lot of progress in several areas. 
The new board is fully engaged in projects to benefit SCIP members. Below are highlights of these 
projects:  

1 - Linda Stansen and Neil Davison have rewritten and refreshed two SCIP publications, with input from 
some members at large ("Do you LOVE writing specs" and "Who writes your specs").  These refreshed 
publications will be available at the annual meeting and at the SCIP booth. Both are also available in PDF 
form for your use (contact treasurer@scip.com). 

2 – Vivian Volz and Stephen Nash, with assistance from David Lorenzini, have taken on the task of 
creating a fresh new SCIP website, which hopefully will be launched before our annual meeting in 
Providence.  This has been a huge undertaking. As the organization has grown, the information has 
grown exponentially and a new website allows us to manage more information in a format that is easier to 
navigate. 

3 - David Stutzman has focused his attention on guiding the board, as well as expanding our Sponsorship 
program. This year we had more sponsors than we had room at the annual meeting! As the Sponsor 
program has grown, it has allowed us to provide more services to our members, without any increase in 
dues. 

4 – Don Harris has worked with me, and an anonymous benefactor, to create a new Awards program that 
intends to reward SCIP members for their role in education to the design and construction community.  
This year we have solicited nominations, reviewed them, and will select a recipient to receive the first 
award at our annual meeting in Providence. 
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5 – Online member renewal is now up and running smoothly, which means that our members are 
renewing faster and easier than ever in the past. 

6 – Peter Jordan, former board member, is once again managing the meeting location and negotiated 
member discounts for hotel rooms in Providence.  Peter was able to negotiate us access to discounted 
rooms on certain days that were not available through Construct. 

7 – Holly Robinson has continued to moderate our LinkedIn account and has just signed us up for a 
Twitter account.  More info will be available in the near future. 

I want to thank the board members for their outstanding contributions and hard work this year. These 
tasks being accomplished by the board members are adding value to the SCIP membership.  Also I want 
to thank our sponsors, because our sponsors are allowing us the opportunity to provide the annual 
meeting, great food, and enhancements to the membership such as Legaline, AIA CES program, 
MADCAD access to ASTMs, and building our enhanced SCIP website. 

It is with sadness that I note the passing of John Regener, a peer, a mentor, and a longtime friend.  John 
asked me to run for a SCIP board member position years ago, and convinced me that I could be of 
service to SCIP.  David Lorenzini has written a beautiful Obituary about John, which appears in this issue 
of SCIPping Along. 

OVERVIEW OF SCIP ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING IN PROVIDENCE 

The SCIP annual meeting in Providence, RI, is scheduled for Tuesday, September 12, 2017 at the Hilton 
Providence Hotel, located at 21 Atwells Avenue.  

This year's membership meeting will have a slightly different format than previous years, because we are 
trying to squeeze more activities into our day.  The breakfast and meeting will start earlier, at 8:00 AM 
and end later, at 4:30 PM. 

This year we will have several panel discussions moderated by Paul Simonsen, as well as a Workshop 
on "Business Planning."  And of course, we will have our official corporate annual business meeting, as 
well as several Open Forum sessions for dialogue among the membership.   

Because our annual meeting day is long and filled with many activities, we will be having multiple 
intermissions (breaks) to allow the members to check their email and get acquainted with our sponsors 
during the day.  During the "breaks" our Premium Sponsors will have an opportunity to introduce 
themselves, so we hope you will greet them and thank them for their support. 

Also we will have a great lunch and an afternoon snack break, and last but not least there will be a group 
photo taken in the afternoon (so don't leave early or you will miss out...) 

The SCIP annual membership meeting is open to sponsors, SCIP members, and invited guests, so 
PLEASE BE SURE your dues are paid (SCIP member renewal is due on July 1 of each year, so if you 
have not just paid your dues, please do so before attending the meeting). 

The DRAFT meeting schedule is below, subject to changes at the last minute. 
8:00 – 8:30 BREAKFAST & OPENING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
8:30 – 9:00 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 
9:00 – 9:30 PANEL DISCUSSION (SIMONSEN) 
9:30 – 10:00 BREAK AND SPONSOR INTRODUCTIONS 
10:00 – 10:30 BUSINESS PLANNING SEMINAR 
10:30 – 11:00 BUSINESS PLANNING SEMINAR 
11:00 – 11:30 BREAK AND SPONSOR INTRODUCTIONS 
11:30 – 12:00 PANEL DISCUSSION (SIMONSEN) 
12:00 – 12:30 LUNCH 
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12:30 – 1:00 LUNCH (AWARDS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS) 
1:00 – 1:30 OPEN FORUM DISCUSSION 
1:30 – 2:00 OPEN FORUM DISCUSSION 
2:00 – 2:30 BREAK AND SPONSOR INTRODUCTIONS 
2:30 – 3:00 OPEN FORUM DISCUSSION 
3:00 – 3:30 OPEN FORUM DISCUSSION 
3:30 – 4:00 BREAK (SNACKS AND GROUP PHOTO) 
4:00 – 4:30 OPEN FORUM DISCUSSION 

SCIP BENEFITS LIST 

These are some of the benefits enjoyed by SCIP members: 

1 – SCIP website is a searchable database used by many architects and others to find specifiers for their 
projects.  List your company info on SCIP.com and let your new clients find you there. 

2 – Access to LegaLine subscription, offering limited but free legal advice to SCIP members. 

3 – Access to AIA CES provider program.  If you offer an educational program, you can use SCIP's 
provider number, fill out the forms, and get learning units for the participants. 

4 - Access to MADCAD service offering ASTM references commonly used in construction specifications. 

5 – Hosted SCIP annual meeting, with food, fellowship, and educational opportunities. 

6 – Membership is free to retired members. 

7 – Networking with leading product manufacturers and suppliers. 

HOW TO ACCESS AIA CEU PROGRAM 

SCIP is an AIA-CES Provider, which will allow SCIP membership to provide classes online and in person 
which can be registered with AIA for continuing education credits for the class participants.  Instructions 
are available, and a few forms are required.  This requires a little advance planning, so please plan ahead 
if you want to take advantage of this member benefit.  Email treasurer@scip.com and we will provide 
more information to you. 

HOW TO ACCESS LEGALINE 

LegaLine is the AIA Trust Legal Information Service, ideal for small firms without in-house counsel or an 
attorney on retainer. A subscription service, LegaLine enables subscribers to discuss matters affecting 
risk management and their architectural practice with architects who are also lawyers and who are 
familiar with current practice issues.  While LegaLine does not act as a firm's attorney, it does provide 
legal information in response to practice-related questions and problems. In specific situations, LegaLine 
may help determine whether to hire a lawyer. Ultimately, the goal is to help small firms manage their risks, 
improve their practices, and prevent disputes and lawsuits.  Sole practitioners and small firms don’t have 
the luxury of in-house counsel or retained attorneys, yet they confront many legal challenges such as 
negotiating and interpreting contracts and handling disputes with clients and contractors.  In addition, 
LegaLine can give insights on collecting overdue or disputed fees, options when hiring or firing an 
employee, incorporating one’s practice, transferring firm ownership, and structuring profitable joint 
ventures. It’s important for specifiers to recognize the traps and pitfalls in their practice to avoid legal 
difficulties – and focus on the business of specifications consulting. 

SCIP members in the United States receive prompt responses by telephone to practice-related legal 
questions all year long – and learn what to do to help prevent costly and destructive legal problems. 
LegaLine inquiries are answered by Charles R. Heuer, FAIA, Esq., or a member of his team.  Mr. Heuer is 
an architect, attorney, professional liability consultant, and mediator.  As proof of value, several SCIP 
members have their own subscription to LegaLine! 
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As a member benefit, SCIP members are entitled to two free calls to LegaLine, (800)688-9780, each 
year. 
 
ARKEMA PARTY 
 
Yes, as it has done for many years, Arkema will be inviting SCIP members to their annual party.  The 
party will be held on Tuesday night after the annual SCIP meeting.  SCIP members will receive their 
Arkema invitations directly from them, which will include all the details, location, etc. 
 
HOW TO ACCESS ASTM RESOURCES ON MADCAD 
 
We have renewed our annual agreement with MADCAD.COM which will allow SCIP members to access 
certain ASTM Standards online. MADCAD has already sent out instructions to each SCIP member, 
informing you how to access these resources online. If you have NOT received your instructions, or need 
help accessing these resources, notify both treasurer@scip.com and support@madcad.com.  MADCAD 
will contact us to verify your current membership, then assist you in gaining access. 
 
The standards that can be referenced through this service are ASTM Standards Referenced in Building 
Codes - this includes over 2,000 ASTM construction standards typically referenced by building codes, 
NFPA 5000, Spectext, Masterspec, BSD Speclink, Green Standards, UL Global Standards, and NRCA.  
This package includes active, redline and historical editions, and it is updated quarterly. 
 
This service will allow two concurrent SCIP members to access these standards at any given time. For 
this reason we urge you to be careful to log out when finished, and not stay logged in for extended time. 
 
See next page for description of DRYVIT TOUR BEFORE RHODE ISLAND MEETING 
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Dryvit Welcomes SCIP to Little Rhody! 
 

 
 
We are thrilled to welcome you to our home town of Providence.  Properly titled the Great State of Rhode 
Island and the Providence Plantations, Rhode Island is the smallest, and we think, the most beautiful of the 
United States.  Only 48 miles north to south, and 37 west to east, the Ocean State features more than 400 
miles of coastline.  All Rhode Islanders live within 30 minutes of the Atlanta Ocean or Narraganset Bay! 
 
The State’s name is derived from a notation in the sea log of Italian explorer (in the service of King Francis 
I of France) Giovanni da Verrazzano, who in 1524 sighted an island near the mouth of Narraganset Bay 
(possibly Block Island) which he likened to the Greek Isle of Rhodes.  In 1636 Roger Williams fled the 
strictures of the Massachusetts Bay Company and founded what he called the Providence Plantation along 
the beautiful bay.  The colony was established on a foundation of religious freedom. 
 
Independent-minded Rhode Islanders were the first of the original 13 colonies to declare independence 
from the British crown, but the last to ratify the new U.S. constitution, and only when assured the 
amendments we know as the Bill of Rights would be added. 
 
Rhode Island is home to the amazing ‘cottages’ of Newport, the Eisenhower summer home, the Touro 
Synagogue – America’s oldest, the Rhode Island School of Design, Beavertail Lighthouse on Jamestown 
Island, the Newport Jazz and Folk Festivals, Brown University, and some of the best seafood in the world.  
The Italian and Portuguese restaurants of Providence’s Federal Hill are not to be missed. 
 
Rhode Island has also been home to Dryvit Systems for 48 years, since founder Frank Morsilli brought the 
concept of ‘outsulation’ to America.  CEO Mike Murphy and our extended Dryvit family look forward to 
welcoming you to a busy day of learning and recreation.  Scheduled for Monday, 11 September, your day 
will include: 
 

 A guided tour of Dryvit’s newest manufacturing facility in nearby (everything in RI is nearby!) 
Cranston where you will see how we create the revolutionary NewBrick™ product.   

 A short presentation on recent advancements in EIFS, which coupled with the tour, will provide an 
accredited AIA learning unit. 
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 A candid question and answer session with Dryvit’s senior management. 
 A wine & cheese sail aboard the schooner Aurora on Narraganset Bay. 
 Dinner with your friends in historic Newport. 
 Air-conditioned (or heated) motor coach for your day’s travels  

 

 

Unfortunately, we must limit participation to the capacity of the motor coach.  At this time, three seats 
remain available.  Spouses are welcome.  Please call J.W. at 913.238.1420 to reserve your spot. 

 

See you in Providence! 

Brent Fisher, CSI, and J.W. Mollohan, CSI, CCPR 
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SCIP SPONSOR PROGRAM AND LIST OF SCIP SPONSORS 
 
Sponsorship is growing. Last year there were a total of 20. This year there are 33 manufacturers who are 
sponsoring SCIP with a total donation of nearly $50,000.  Three $1,000 sponsors agreed to sponsor 
without receiving a tabletop, just so they can be recognized as supporting SCIP. Refer to David 
Stutzman’s article below for the logos of the sponsors. 
  
There will be a total of 30 tabletops at the annual meeting.  Bring your running shoes to be sure you can 
visit each sponsor during the day. There are 11 sponsors at the $2,500 level that will have an opportunity 
to address the members at the meeting. A microphone will be passed among the sponsors during the 
breaks so members can learn more about each of our premium sponsors.  
 
SCIP HOTEL ROOM BLOCK 
 
A block of rooms has been reserved at The Hilton Providence for participants, both SCIP members and 
sponsors, who plan to attend the SCIP 2017 meeting.  Individuals are responsible for making their own 
individual reservations. 
Reservations can be made by contacting Hilton’s Central Reservations Center at 1-800-HILTONS (1-800-
445-8667).  Callers must identify themselves as being with your Group, “SCIP 2017 Annual Meeting”.  
Participants may also make their reservations online by using the following booking link: 
https://secure3.hilton.com/en_US/hi/reservation/book.htm?inputModule=HOTEL&ctyhocn=PVDPRHF&spec_plan
=SCIP17&arrival=20170910&departure=20170916&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTO
NLINKDIRECT 
If you encounter any problems with the reservations, Peter Jordan is available to assist you. 
Jpjordan@@jordanconsultants.com 
 
NEW CSI DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS ARE BOTH SCIP MEMBERS!  
 
Paul R. Bertram, Jr., FCSI, Lifetime Member, CDT 
James M. Robertson, FCSI, CCS 
 
Distinguished Membership is the most prestigious honor of the Institute. It is conferred on individuals who 
have performed distinguished services to the construction industry in fields of activity related to the 
purposes of the Institute. 
 
SCIP BOOTH AT CONSTRUCT 
 
SCIP will have our booth at Construct as in the past. This year our booth number is 406, located near the 
front entrances to Construct.  As always, we will need volunteers to staff the booth in 1-hour time slots. At 
the annual meeting there will be a sign-up sheet for the booth, so be sure to put your name on it. 
Also, if any SCIP members have photos of projects that you want to display at the SCIP booth, please 
forward those or contact Don Harris (or treasurer@scip.com for assistance). 
 
SCIP IS NOW ON TWITTER 
 
SCIP is now on Twitter as @SCIPspecs – if you are not on Twitter you can see it at 
http://twitter.com/SCIPspecs. So far (07/23/2017) we have 33 Tweets, are following 178 
Others, and are followed by 21 others. 
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PRESIDENT ELECT 
Linda Stansen, CSI, CCS, RA, SCIP 

Specifier at Stansen Specifications – San Mateo, CA 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Vivian Volz, AIA, CSI, SCIP, CCS, LEED AP BD+C

Specifier at VVAS – San Rafael, CA 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Neil Davison, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, SCIP

Specifier at Davison Associates, Inc. – Phoenix, Arizona 

SECRETARY 
Stephen Nash, AIA, FCSI, SCIP 

NASH Architectural Solutions, LLC – Kailua, HI 
Minutes from September 6, 2016 Meeting follow. 
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TREASURER 
Helaine K. (Holly) Robinson, CSI, CCS, CCCA, SCIP 

 
QSPECS LLC – Cincinnati, OH 

 
SCIP FY17 ANNUAL TREASURER REPORT  
 
TREASURY STATUS 
QuickBooks balance sheets from 07/01/2017 were attached to this report.  
BOA Checking Account Balance as of 07/01/2017: $73,838.19 (As of 07/24/2017 $79,433.19) 
PayPal Account Balance as of 07/01/2017: $1012.70 (As of 07/24/2017 $1706.40) 
Total Account Balance as of 07/17/2017: $80,699.09 (As of 07/24/2017 $81,139.59) 
ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 
PAID Renewals: Most members have renewed, see below.  
New Members Include:  Cynthia Belisle, Sunil Demel, Kelly Sawatzky, Scott Keener, Greg Kelton, Kaz 
Kanani, George Everding, Kathryn Marek, & Kristin A. Norwood.*  *turned out to have been a member 
before 
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE (Paid) 
07/15/2017 CHECKCARD 0416 INTUIT *QB ONLINE 800-286-6800             $30.00 
This is our only monthly charge. Others are annual or as needed. 
MEMBERSHIP 
SCIP Members: Currently 133 AP18, 1 AP19, 20 AC18, and 2 AR18 retired at no charge. Non-Renewed: 
8 AC17 & 21 AP17. Done using Ctrl-F. So, we have 154/183 (paying) members or 84% paid (FY18). 

 

AFFILIATE DIRECTOR 
Don A. Harris, CSI, CCS, CCCA, AIA, SCIP 

 
Design Collective, Inc. – Baltimore, MD 
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IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
David Stutzman, AIA, CSI, CCS, LEED AP, SCIP 

 
Conspectus, Inc. – Philadelphia, PA 

 
SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM 
 
SCIP is continuing the sponsor program started two years ago. There was very positive response to the 
initial program from both members and our sponsors. Members and sponsors interact throughout the day 
of the annual meeting, exchanging information and advice. Table top product displays showcase sponsor 
products and allow individual discussions about products and projects. 
 
Each sponsor is recognized on the SCIP website home page. Premium sponsors (those that contribute 
$2,500) join SCIP members at the annual meeting and exhibit their products and have an opportunity to 
address members during the meeting. For additional details see http://www.scip.com/sponsors.html. 
 
PREMIUM SPONSORS 
 

                                 

                            

        

           Trim-Tex, Inc.          
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$1,000 SPONSORS 
 

                             

             

     
 

   Moderco 
 

Momentive                   
 

Quality Powder Coating       Sika?  Specified Technologies, Inc. 
 

   WR Meadows 
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Editor’s Note:  Thanks to the officers who contributed to this newsletter. 

Past President and Editor David Lorenzini’s articles follow; one on SCIP history and the other a 
lovely tribute to Past President John Regener  
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SCIP HISTORY 

By David Lorenzini 

Back when I was KnowHow editor, Everett Spurling gave me his correspondence from the time 
SCIP was being organized. What he had were mostly the carbon copies of correspondence that 
was being circulated by the founders. In the Spring 1998 issue, I published excerpts from October 
1967 to September 1973.  

1968: Harold Keller was appointed Chair of the Organizing Committee. An informal meeting was 
held at the Denver CSI Convention in June. 

1969: Jack Atherton assigned a room at the Houston CSI Convention. "American Specifications 
Consultants Association" was suggested as a name for the organization. Also suggested were:" 
Construction Consultants Council" and "Society of Materials and Specifications Consultants". 

1970: A breakfast meeting was held at the Chicago CSI Convention. 

1971: The CSI Convention was held in Anaheim, but there is no record what happened. 
Apparently there was no organized meeting.  

1972: Again, no information on a meeting at the CSI convention in Minneapolis. However, there 
was a mention of KnowHow Issue No. 1 by Tom Heineman, Editor.  

1973: Here is where SCIP was born. The CSI Convention was held in Washington DC and Tom 
Heineman published KnowHow Issue No. 6. This was also the first mention of the 
organization name of Specifications Consultants in Independent Practice. The main 
purpose was to put an advertisement in Sweets Catalog. The decision on the name was probably 
made at the June 24, 1973 meeting at the DC Chapter House with 34 people present. Dues were 
set at $10 per year. (Note: Purpose of dues was to cover cost of mailing list of members to 
interested architects needing specs.)  

Based on this information, it is 49 years since the 1968 Convention in Denver when the 
organization efforts were first started, but it wasn't until June 1973 that SCIP became a reality. 
Therefore, it is 49 years since the seed was planted, but only 48 years since the first sprout 
appeared, and 44 years since the first fruits were picked. 

It is also interesting that at the SCIP meeting at the Baltimore Convention in 1998, President 
Sheryl Dodd-Hansen ordered a layer cake with the SCIP logo and chose to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of the first meeting (1968), and the 25th anniversary of its organization (1973). On 
that occasion, a supply of jelly beans and SCIP logo pens were placed at each table. 
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A JOURNEY WITH JOHN 
by David Lorenzini 
 
John Regener passed away on May 31, 2017 at 70 years young. You might 
have read his obituary on 4-specs, in the Orange County Chapter newsletter 
"Orange Peal", or you may be one of the Orange County Chapter members 
who attended his military funeral. 
 
John is part of SCIP history, and a part of my history. That's why I attended 
the military honors service at the Riverside National Cemetery on July 14, 
2017.  
 
John's knowledge on the principles of specifications is evidenced by his 
update of Harold Rosen's "Construction Specifications Writing, Principles and 
Procedures", Fifth Edition. It was a major update and expansion that served 
as a textbook for students and professionals, as well as a reliable reference 
for practicing architects and engineers.  
 
John was a president of the Orange County Chapter CSI in California, and taught CDT classes for several 
years. He also was a member of SCIP and he attended the SCIP annual meeting at many CSI 
conventions. He served as president of SCIP and was responsible for two notable achievements during 
his term of office. The most important of which was that he started the process of incorporation for SCIP 
in 2005. Unfortunately, the process was bogged down with mishandling by the lawyers and was not 
finalized until 10 years later. The main benefit of incorporation was the ability to attract sponsors whose 
donations funded the annual meetings independently from CSI for the past two years. John deserved to 
be a Fellow of the Institute, but he would always change the subject and avoided the process of 
preparing the submittal documents. 
 
The second achievement was the selection and purchase of the SCIP booth that has been in service since 
2005. It's portability makes it convenient to ship to convention site hotels, check it for airline travel, and 
store it in a member's closet between conventions. 
 
John and I shared a hotel room at several CSI conventions. We would sometimes rent a car and stay 
away from the convention location where the reduced motel prices covered the cost of the rental car. 
This gave us the opportunity to travel to places like Santiago Calatrava's Milwaukee Art Museum and 
Taliesin East in Spring Green, Wisconsin after the 2005 convention in Chicago. 

 
Several times we traveled to the 
convention site together. In 2008, I 
flew to California and John drove to the 
convention in Las Vegas. That was the 
time we toured the inside of the Hoover 
Dam. In 2013 I met John at the Dulles 
International Airport in Virginia and 
drove to the convention in Nashville. 
John loved to travel, so he planned the 
route while I arranged the hotels. The 
emails for planning this endeavor 
stretched over seven months. On way 
to Nashville, we drove down the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, making many scenic 
stops along the way.   

John at Rock Point Overlook on the Blue Ridge Parkway, elev 3115 ft 

John Regener, 2005 
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After the convention we drove north to Bowling Green, KY where we visited the National Corvette 
Museum, and then went further north to the Slugger Museum & Factory in Louisville, KY. By then, we 
were just across the Ohio River from the state of Indiana. From there we headed East and stopped in 
Beckley, WV to visit the Exhibition Coal Mine. We finally reached the Skyline Drive Scenic Highway 
through the Shenandoah National Park in Virginia and exited the Park a few hours before the government 
was shut down (it was September 30, 2013) and all the national parks were closed at midnight. 
 
John had a strong interest in automobiles, not only in Corvettes. On a trip to California the following year, 
John suggested we visit the Peterson Automotive Museum in Los Angeles, where they had displayed an 
impressive scope and variety of auto types. 
 
The last time I saw John was in July 2015 when I traveled to California to attend the 50th anniversary of 
the Orange County Chapter at the Nixon Presidential Library & Museum in Yorba Linda. John and I had 
lunch together as usual, but I didn't realize it would be for the last time.  
 
I called John in late April 2017 to see how he was doing. It was a month before he died. He was in good 
spirits and very coherent. He was in the process of moving from Irvine to Ontario, CA with Connie where 
they would share a new home with their son Mark. The timing of their move was fortunate, since his 
family was settled before John passed away. 
 
John was honored by members of the Orange County Chapter CSI and close friends at the memorial 
service with full military honors on July 14, 2017. The ceremony included a military gun salute and the 
playing of Taps by a bugler. The American flag was unfolded over his remains, refolded, and presented to 
Connie. 
 
John left us too early on his journey, but he won't be forgotten. 
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