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A JOURNEY WITH JOHN 
by David Lorenzini 
 
John Regener passed away on May 31, 2017 at 70 years young. You might 
have read his obituary on 4-specs, in the Orange County Chapter newsletter 
"Orange Peal", or you may be one of the Orange County Chapter members 
who attended his military funeral. 
 
John is part of SCIP history, and a part of my history. That's why I attended 
the military honors service at the Riverside National Cemetery on July 14, 
2017.  
 
John's knowledge on the principles of specifications is evidenced by his 
update of Harold Rosen's "Construction Specifications Writing, Principles and 
Procedures", Fifth Edition. It was a major update and expansion that served 
as a textbook for students and professionals, as well as a reliable reference 
for practicing architects and engineers.  
 
John was a president of the Orange County Chapter CSI in California, and taught CDT classes for several 
years. He also was a member of SCIP and he attended the SCIP annual meeting at many CSI 
conventions. He served as president of SCIP and was responsible for two notable achievements during 
his term of office. The most important of which was that he started the process of incorporation for SCIP 
in 2005. Unfortunately, the process was bogged down with mishandling by the lawyers and was not 
finalized until 10 years later. The main benefit of incorporation was the ability to attract sponsors whose 
donations funded the annual meetings independently from CSI for the past two years. John deserved to 
be a Fellow of the Institute, but he would always change the subject and avoided the process of 
preparing the submittal documents. 
 
The second achievement was the selection and purchase of the SCIP booth that has been in service since 
2005. It's portability makes it convenient to ship to convention site hotels, check it for airline travel, and 
store it in a member's closet between conventions. 
 
John and I shared a hotel room at several CSI conventions. We would sometimes rent a car and stay 
away from the convention location where the reduced motel prices covered the cost of the rental car. 
This gave us the opportunity to travel to places like Santiago Calatrava's Milwaukee Art Museum and 
Taliesin East in Spring Green, Wisconsin after the 2005 convention in Chicago. 
 

Several times we traveled to the 
convention site together. In 2008, I flew 
to California and John drove to the 
convention in Las Vegas. That was the 
time we toured the inside of the Hoover 
Dam. In 2013 I met John at the Dulles 
International Airport in Virginia and 
drove to the convention in Nashville. 
John loved to travel, so he planned the 
route while I arranged the hotels. The 
emails for planning this endeavor 
stretched over seven months. On way to 
Nashville, we drove down the Blue 
Ridge Parkway, making many scenic 
stops along the way.  
 

John at Rock Point Overlook on the Blue Ridge Parkway, elev 3115 ft 

John Regener, 2005 



After the convention we drove north to Bowling Green, KY where we visited the National Corvette 
Museum, and then went further north to the Slugger Museum & Factory in Louisville, KY. By then, we 
were just across the Ohio River from the state of Indiana. From there we headed East and stopped in 
Beckley, WV to visit the Exhibition Coal Mine. We finally reached the Skyline Drive Scenic Highway 
through the Shenandoah National Park in Virginia and exited the Park a few hours before the government 
was shut down (it was September 30, 2013) and all the national parks were closed at midnight. 
 
John had a strong interest in automobiles, not only in Corvettes. On a trip to California the following year, 
John suggested we visit the Peterson Automotive Museum in Los Angeles, where they had displayed an 
impressive scope and variety of auto types. 
 
The last time I saw John was in July 2015 when I traveled to California to attend the 50th anniversary of 
the Orange County Chapter at the Nixon Presidential Library & Museum in Yorba Linda. John and I had 
lunch together as usual, but I didn't realize it would be for the last time.  
 
I called John in late April 2017 to see how he was doing. It was a month before he died. He was in good 
spirits and very coherent. He was in the process of moving from Irvine to Ontario, CA with Connie where 
they would share a new home with their son Mark. The timing of their move was fortunate, since his 
family was settled before John passed away. 
 
John was honored by members of the Orange County Chapter CSI and close friends at the memorial 
service with full military honors on July 14, 2017. The ceremony included a military gun salute and the 
playing of Taps by a bugler. The American flag was unfolded over his remains, refolded, and presented to 
Connie. 
 
John left us too early on his journey, but he won't be forgotten. 


